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New Year, New Changes 
 We appreciate all our readers of Cat Tales, and 
we have made some updates to the publication.

Chuckie was the shelter mascot for many years. 
After Chuckie’s passing, and after a few months 
of observation, the staff and board think that 
“Bailey” is a good candidate to be our mascot. 
Check out Bailey below, and on our back cover. 
He is a real character and we look forward to 
more of our new mascot’s poses and costumes. 

Cat Tales will now also include a new 
informational article called “FOC Facts” in 
every publication on specific subjects you 
have asked about. This time we have included 
information about kittens.

The Donation page has been updated to include 
two new sub sections. Business donations have 
now been included to recognize the many 
businesses that contribute to the shelter. New 
Lifetime Members has been added to recognize 
those new or returning members that have 
contributed a donation of $1000.00 or more. 

We have also added a new QR code on the 
back to make membership or donation online 
direct from Cat Tales.
 

The webpage www.friendsofcats.org was 
updated last year to simplify our message and 
provide a place for COVID 19 updates. New 
to the website, a link was added to the shelter’s 
Amazon Wish List. We know some supporters 
prefer to send specific items to the shelter. Just 
click on the Amazon logo and you are on your 
way to sending the gifts that help the kitties.
 
The shelter continues with improvements on 
the inside and outside. Since moving to the 
current location in 1968, there have been many 
improvements, but now some of those new 
improvements are showing real changes to the 
look of the shelter.
 
Lastly, we look forward to new updates later 
this year when we can once again host events 
and welcome volunteers and visitors.

Bailey, our new mascot



A quick reminder
The shelter is currently closed to the public.
Limited adoptions are available by APPOINTMENT 
only. Please call the shelter at (619) 561-0361 for more 
information. Links to available cats, and the adoption 
questionnaire are located under the “Adopt” tab on our 
website, www.friendsofcats.org.

Monkey on the Mend
Let me introduce you to Monkey. This little girl was found 
by the side of the road with her deceased mother. A Good 
Samaritan relinquished her to us in early January of this year. 
When she came in at 7 weeks of age, it was obvious she had 
a pronounced head tilt, although the cause was unknown. She 
was taken to our primary vet, and it turns out our little orphan 
had a severe ear infection. Treatment with medications was 
immediately started and after 2 weeks all signs of the infection 
were gone. Her head tilt still remained. It was decided that 
we would wait until she was 16 weeks to do her spay, giving 
her time to see if her head tilt would correct itself and if her 
ear infection would reoccur. I am happy to report that little 
Monkey continues to improve every day and has not had any 
more ear infections.

Cora-Anne Zwartjes
Shelter Manager

ADOPTIBLE KITTIES Looking for our furever home

Monkey, before

Monkey, after

Completed questionnaires must be emailed to manager@friendsofcats.org. A staff 
member will contact you at the number you provide for questions, requirements, and a 
possible appointment.

Our Kitten Cottage

Madison Wayne Speckles Garth1



FOC FACTS
Answering questions about our organization.
How Can I adopt a Kitten? 
Most kittens are born in the early spring; however Friends of Cats may receive kittens anytime 
of the year. Sometimes they come in with Mama, and sometimes kittens are alone. If they are 
alone, the shelter must take extraordinary steps to make sure the kittens are fed and cared for. 
Every kitten is different, as their needs change quickly as they grow. Kittens who need to 
be bottle fed or are still in the weaning process are placed into the care of our” fosters” or 
go home with our medical staff for 24 hour care. All kittens are tested for Feline Aids and 
Leukemia, and if age appropriate, receive vaccinations upon intake. If they are older than 6 
weeks they also receive a microchip.

Alumni Stories

Mila, right, in her forever home

Mila is settling in nicely. She is still a little shy but 
coming out of her shell more and more every day. 
She is even making friends with our cat that we 
already had. They fought in the beginning, but I 
think they have both finally realized that neither 
of them is going anywhere. Thank you so much, 
we love her to pieces, and it is hard to believe that 
she hasn’t been here all along. 

The Carlsons

 
After kittens reach 8 weeks, and are over 2lbs in weight, they are spayed or 
neutered and become eligible for adoption if they are given a clean bill of 
health. We only consider adoption for kittens after they have been spayed or 
neutered and have no health issues. If the kitten does have health issues, Friends 
of Cats will continue to take care of the kitten as a lifetime sanctuary cat. 
We realize that some people may ask for a “kitten”, however we are unable to 
pre-register adopters for a kitten or for any particular cat. We ask that you fill 
out the questionnaire on our website at www.friendsofcats.org and email it to the 
manager. You can leave a message at the shelter at any time by calling (619) 
561-0361. Mention that you are interested in kittens and the shelter will contact 
you to advise if any kittens are available. An appointment and safety protocols 
are required if your questionnaire is approved. 
If approved for adoption, the cost for adopting a kitten is $100.00. That amount 
is payable by check, cash, or credit card at the shelter. The cost includes a test 
for FELV, FIV, microchip, all age appropriate vaccinations, and a free vet visit 
within the first 10 days of adoption.
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Donations
Alfred Aberle, Shauna Aiken, Robert Alden, Elaine Alvarez, Bonnie Anderson, Janice Barnard, 
Elaine Barrett, June Barron, Barry & Emily Berkov, Denise Bienias, Sally Black, Paulette Bocian, 
Janet Bock, Garrianne Bradt, L.M. Brown, Deirdre Browner, Jerry Brueggen, Beverly Bruff, 
Elaine Burden, Laurie Burgett, Kristin Burns, Stacey Butler, Susan Cagni, Garry Cannon, Carol 
Carpenter, Virginia Castillo, Tina Cerasoli, Martin Chevalier, Devin Chubb, Patricia Clavell, 
Van Clay, William Coaker Jr, David Coddon, Ruth Contino, Barrie Cooper, Lily & J. Steven 
Cowen, Kathleen Crawford, Marisue Crystal, Carol Culkin, Tamara Cunningham, Patricia 
Danylyshyn-Adams, Lindsey Davidson, John Davis, John C. Davis, Claudia Davis, Fred/Donna 
Dawn/Mancuso, Trey Dedrick, James Delbo, Barbara & Ron Devine, Renee Differ, Kimberly 
Dotseth, Robert Douglas, Elizabeth Drees, Kelly Duff, Jennifer Eisert, Lucas Elgie, Janette Elliott, 
Helen Engelhorn, Madeline English, Barbara Evje, C.Kirk Feinberg, Larry Fernandez, Suzanne 
Fieser, Cindy Firkins, Melinda Fisher, Sandrine Fitzgerald, Deborah Flint, Alma Ford, Annette 
Friskopp, Michelle Frost, Marilyn Fulton, John Garcia, Kerry Garnett, Jo Ann Geving, Jacqueline 
Glascock, Erin Graham, Becky Graul, Jimmy & Kathleen Grigsby, Alice Gruber, Alexandra 
Gruber, Kathryn Gurney, Jacqueline Hart, Ann Hassinger, Margaret Helt, George Henderson, 
Linda Hitney, Lucille Hodges, Robert Hoffman, Margaret Holmes, Scott Hotchkiss, Jan Howard, 
William Huff, Doral & Fran Hunter, Marilyn Hutcheson, Robert Jacobs, Juanita Jacobson, Patty 
& George Jencks, Amanda Jenison, Cora & Lorren Jensen, Stephen Johnson, Kevin Judkins, 
Bernard Juleson, Jaycee Karl, Glendella Karl, Jeffrey Keefer, Ann Keenan, George & Janet 
Keller, Kelly Kirkland, Katherine Klohr, Janet Knotts, Jill Kruse, Marian Laret, Mr. & Mrs. Nick 
Lashchuk Jr., Cathy Lemonnier, Christy Leung, Paul & Carly Lewis, Russell Dean Lewis, Jennifer 
MacDonald, Siria Macias, Marnie Mareth, Joan Margulis, Joan McCormick, Melanie Menders, 
Michelle Merrill-Long, Melvin Miljour, Diana Davenport Miller, Carol Miller, Mary Mlekowski, 
Mary Morgan, Wilfred & Pamela Nagel, Norman Needel, Barbara Neff, Susan Neumeyer, Lynn 
Noe, Diane Nordstrom, Jill Olen, Mike Pagano, Chris Palm, Karen Peterson, Mary Ellen Pfleeger, 
Melda Pierce, Susan Pierce, Katherine Pietrezak, Christopher Pikus, Pat Potter, Maxine Quinn, 
Wendy Rader, McKenzie Reilly, Lilli Riley, Melissa Roa, Cathie Robbins, Nancy Robertson, 
Edward Rose, Amy Rowland, Lorna Samuel, Dana Sather, Alan Scales, Peggy Schipper, 
Kim Schmidt, Brigid & russell Schnapp, Andrew Schwartz, Tim Scott, Jeffrey Sferra, Dennis 
Shadoan, Patricia Shepherd, Reginald & Joan Sidaway, Stacy Sieger, Nancy Stagg, Veronique 
Stein, Michael & Barbara Stringer, Melinda Tayman, Penne Thacher, Vickie Thompson, Carol 
Thompson, Joan Tilley, Julie Tirpak, Gary Toomer, Sharmie Truesdale, Nancy Varah, Sandra 
Vary, John Wagner, Catherine Walk , Julie & Jeff Walker, Richard Ward, Teresa Ward, Elizabeth 
Weber, Kimberly Weimer, Barbara Weimer, Amy West, Judy Whitney, Carol Williams, Nathan & 
Casey Wilson, Cynthia Windsor, Malka Winograd, Cheryl Wood, Bonnie Wright, Harriet Zale

Business Donations
Amazon Smile, Art Laboe Foundation, Cap’n Derek & Cary the Magish’s Charity Show, Charity 
Navigator, Couture Clips, Facebook Fundraisers, Network for Good, Paparazzi Jewelry by 
Danielle, PayPal Giving Fund, Schwab Charitable, Ten-2-Ten Photography, United Way San 
Diego
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New Members
Kristen Barnhill, Joe C. Costa, Ellie Groff, L. Hancock, Colleen Hannon, Alan Isaacs, Chris Racicot 
In memory of Cavendish, Paula Reimers, Thomas Sullivan in honor of Gabbi, Valerie Traina, 
Barbara Westervelt, from Laura Green-bergen

Renewing Members
Elaine Alvarez, Fred Bacher, Deavon Badami, Rayna Bailey, Pat  Bannister, Robert Beard, Patricia 
Berry, Diana Blanton, Diana Brotherton-Ware, George Brown, Laura Brown, Beverly Bruff, Sandra 
Buxbaum, Therese Carmona, John & Peggy Cathcart, Ingrid Coffin, Ruth Contino, Barbara Decker, 
Naomi Diem, Robin Dishon, Vera Dolansky, Ellen Donley, Kimberly Dotseth, Helen Dowdy, Diana 
Drummey, Karen Dwinell, Zita Emerson, Madeline English, Paula Everhart, Louise Lila & Bill Ewing, 
Helen Farrer, Gordon Fickes, Susan Finger, Cindy Firkins, Leslie Gabehart, Kerry Garnett, Christine 
Gentel, Judy Gibb, Merrily Goff, Lynn Graham, Alice Gruber, Teresa Haas, Donald Hagstrom, 
John Harrington, Jane Harrison, Nancy Heacox, Cynthia Hill, Lucille Hodges, Janice Holmes, Doral 
& Fran Hunter, Dan & Jorgene Jensen, Lorren & Cora Jensen, Bonnie Johnson, Millicent Johnson, 
Hank & Bonnie Jones, Geraldine Kalencik, Vay Kaplan, Suzanne Kelley, Russell Kirbey, Tracey 
Klein , Hedy Kleinsorge, Sandy Klipfel, Candis Kolb, Sally Krosky, Elaine Lamb, Marian Laret, 
Nancy Lillott, Audrey Looye, Melissa Ludwig, Birgit Luehrsen, Ellen Lumley-Gonzales, Christine 
Madsen, Elaine Manning, Beverly Marcum, Robert McClellan, Susan McDowell, George McNeil, 
Loralee Merrill, Marion Mettler, Dolores Millard, Sandra Morgan, Carrie Morich, Rayleen Mullin, 
Elaine Murray, Helen Musser, Dr. & Mrs. Leonard Naiman, Norman Needel, Bettye Neely, 
Gregory Orr, Chris  Palm, Bob & Lisa Parker, Gladys Pearson, Sara Pehrsson gift from Jean 
Pehrsson, Frances Peregoy, Mary Pfleeger, Susan Pierce, Don & Carol Plath, Connie Pringle, 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Quarles, Wendy Rader, Michael & Linda Ray, Paula Reimers, Gail Rettig, 
Cathie Robbins, Douglas Robbins, Nancy Rubinstein, Ruth Rudesill, Drucilla Ruocco, Ron Santschi, 
Meredith Scott, Sylvia Shaffer, Christine Sickler, Elaine Skelly, James Skelly, David Sloop, Al  
Smithson, Audney Somerville, Susan Stearns, Deborah Stevenson, Victoria & Catherine Summers, 
Jessie Swanstrom, Chuck Sweeney, Rene Valencia, Dean Vandiver, Meris Von Jenef, Olivia Walsh, 
Dorothy Ward, Barbara Weimer, Mr.& Mrs. Ronald Weiss, Judy Wheatley, Valentina White, 
Melissa Williams, Jon & Gail  Woods, Pamela Worrell, Harriet Zale, Mark & Julie  Zela

New Lifetime Members
Jan Charvat

Special Donations
Giving Tuesday: Lucinda Ash-Carter, Holly  Atkinson, Edie Cappo, James Clay, Gregory Clements, 
Jan  Cox, Sherrilyn Dorworth, Deva Edelman, Dianne Friedrichs, Carol Gase, Lori Gowrie, Laura 
Gross, Lisa Hancock, Jane Harrison, Lawrence Houghton, Christopher Hughes, James Inghram, 
Robin Johnson, Lisa Kain, Edward Kane, Joy Keller, Nicolette Liebermann, Mollie Martinek, 
Suzanne Masheeco, Natalie Medina, Taylor Morgan, James Mosier, Rebecca Neary, Dale 
Redfield, Nevenka Reeve, Joanie Rodgers, Sharon Slofkosky, Anna Sorriso,  Stein Family, John 
Swanson,  Urban Dollhouse, Margaret Vincent, Lynne Ward



In-Kind Donations
Thomas Borden Money from Cub Scout sales, George Brown, Kristin Burns and Phantom, John 
& Jill Damrose In honor of Ed & Jane Damrose, John & Jill Damrose In honor of Edward & Tish 
Damrose, Virginia Fellows, Judith Fox, Carole Gase, Cristine Hall, Lori Hoddy, Laura Jimenez, 
Sonja Larimore, DJ Latham, Helene Laverdiere In Memory of Steve Hallock, Raymond Mallard, 
Carrie Morich, Bruce Nelson, Nina Reeve, Paula Saflar, San Diego AT&T Pioneers, David Webb, 
Mark & Julie Zela in memory of Pussywillow

Donations in Honor of the Following People
Steve Yerkes, my wonderful husband—Virginia Armbrust
Ingrid Coffin—James Patino

Donations in Honor of the Following Cats
Eva Caroline Tax, lover of animals—Jan Charvat
Gizelle—Suzanne Christy-Goldberg
All the cats at Friends of Cats—Martha Evans
Zoey—Louise,Lila & Bill Ewing
16 year old Aragorn—Ed & Denise Fleischer
Sammy—Tracey Klein
Gigi, 12 year old alumni of Friends of Cats—Bob & Lisa Parker
Lucky—Leslie Sandoval

Donations in Memory of People
Judie Lapernick—Jane Damrose
Jesse Howarth, nephew—Kathy Faulk
Sue Soto previous FOC Board member—Shelia Laurenson
Steve Hallock and his cats Frank & Ms.Kitty—Helene Laverdiere
Donna Stoner—Gayle Lopes
Dorothy Henkel, who loved cats—Jane McLaughlin
Vivian McRae, longtime supporter of FOC—Laurie McRae
Sherry Felsenfeld—Jean Pehrsson
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Donations in Memory of Cats
Beautiful Ruby Tuesday—Virginia Armbrust
Jasper—Holly Brengarth
Jackie, who left his mark on our hearts and furniture—Tom Burns
Snow Flake, Schroddy, Natasha, Milo, Jack, Dinky, Cosmo, Blackie, Toby, Teddy, Beek, Nicky, 
One Eyed Jack, Maxine, Serious, Joly, Mishek, Rusty, Dickens, Rascal, Kit Cat, Sheena, Cupcake, 
Leo, Hanako, D’Artagnan, Shadow, Boris, Olec, Frasier, Evans, Mokie, Cali, Lily, Mikey—Cheshire 
Feline Hospital
Corby & Bogie—Robin Dishon
Percival—Louise, Lisa & Bill Ewing
Angel—Sandra Hoover
Tommie Keller—Robin Johnson
C.J., Milo, and all the kitties at FOC—Yvonne Kenniston
Ahnise, Bella, Hal Davis, Honcho, Junior, Honey Bunny, Silka, Astro, Wonton, Jeannie, Daisy, 
Tabitha, Norman—Kensington Veterinary
Cricket & Beetlejuice—Curtis Lang
Lucy—Maurizio Marchetti
Miles & Punkin—Taylor Morgan
Smokey the cat & Cody the dog—Barbara Neff
Fume, our beloved cat—Jean Polhamus
Beau, beloved cat of Carol & Paul Siemers—Jane Potter
Meme—Martin Rath
Lulu, adopted from Friends of Cats—January Riddle
Blue Eyed Dora—Rochelle Rubinstein

Pledges
Rob Abrom, Kristen Barnhill, Elaine Barrett, Danielle Bartholomew, Cecilia Berg, Barbara Blanchard, 
David A. Bower, Terry Carpenter, Barbara Cefalu, Robert Clay, Heather Coate, Elizabeth Comer, 
Kathryn Courter, Carol Culkin, Chris Degurse, Renee Differ, Mike Dodge, Martha Evans, Richard 
& Melinda Fisher, Stephen Foreman, Catherine Frazier, Nancylee Friedlander, Patti Gentes, Sherry 
Gettmann, Sherry Gilbert, Harriet Goldstein, Teresa Haas, Sue Heim, Helene Hoffman, Christine 
Hogan, Gina James, John Jontry, Edward & Gayle Kane, Rose Keene, Karen & Alan Kent, Jeannette 
Landis, Kendall Laskowski, David Latham, Katherine Lazzaro, Dave & Sally Loucks, Bob Martin, 
Laurie Orange, Robin Parks, Laura Pederson, Sonia Podvin, Alyssa Prestidge, Eileen & Joe Quarles, 
Patricia Ray, Marina Ryzhkova, Jill Schaeffer, Danielle Schulte, Trenton Smith, Charlotte Spahn, 
Kathryn Stirlen, Kelly Thornbury, Jan Turner, Danene Twyman Brown, Barbara VanHorne, Carla 
Vaughn, Kristine Vickery, Margaret Vincent, Julie & Jeff Walker, Darlene Whorley
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Memberships, donations, and tributes received after February 5, 2021, 
will appear in the 2021 Summer edition of Cat Tales. 



A Word About 
Friends of Cats

Membership Coupon
Name _____________________________________________________________

Street Address ______________________________________________________

City ____________________________   State ________  Zip ________________

Email address ______________________________________________________

Telephone _________________________________________________________

Membership Status:

   Youth: $5 
  Supporting: $100   Senior: $10 

   Regular: $25   Life: $1,000
 

  Sustaining: $50 

Contribution (non-membership): $______________________________________

Pledge Club: $_____________________  per month for a minimum of one year.

Mail to: Friends of Cats, P.O. Box 1613, Lakeside, CA 92040
Membership does not guarantee acceptance of a cat by our shelter. Please call for details: 619-561-0361

Shelter Location  
15587 Olde Highway 80 El Cajon, CA 

92021 619-561-0361

Hours 
Tues-Sun 10am-4pm  

Closed Monday

Mailing Address   
P.O. Box 1613  

Lakeside, CA 92040

FRIENDS OF CATS is a private, non-profit 
organization dedicated to providing shelter 
and medical care for homeless cats. Once their 
health is assured, we find homes for as many of 
them as we can. The cats in our care are never 
euthanized except as a matter of compassion 
if they are terminally ill. We depend primarily 
on membership fees, donations, and bequests, 
to continue our work. Inquiries are welcome 
and we are always eager for new members. 
If you would like to join us or to make a tax-
deductible contribution, please use the coupon 
at right. When you become a member of 
Friends of Cats, you will receive each issue of 
our newsletter, CAT TALES.

Friends of Cats, Inc.
NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION

Corporate I.D. 10773-A

Lakeside, CA 92040

 
Organization
U.S. Postage 

PAID
Permit No. 700
San Diego, CA

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
You can’t buy love – but you can always adopt it!

For membership or 
donation, scan with 
your smart phone 
or tablet. 


