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Cat Tales

Saturday, December 6, 2025
4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.
Friends of Cats, Inc. Shelter
15587 Olde Hwy 80 • El Cajon, CA 92021

Bring a can or bag of any cat food as a gift 
for the cats

Shop the Cat Boutique

Visit with the kitties and meet other cat lovers

Refreshments provided by volunteers and 
generous donations from:

Visit us at: friendsofcats.org

  @Friendsofcatsinc

Friends of Cats, Inc.

Scan for 
directions:

If you cannot attend, you 
can still send holiday gifts 

from our wish lists on  
Amazon and Chewy.

Amazon Chewy

Friends of Cats, Inc. | San Diego County, CA

Join us!
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November 22 – Doggie Street Festival
Get ready for one of San Diego’s favorite pet-loving events - the Doggie 
Street Festival! This lively celebration brings together rescues, shelters, 
and pet enthusiasts from all over the county for a day full of wagging tails, community spirit, and 
fun. Held at NTC Park in Liberty Station, the event features pet adoptions, local vendors, great food, 
music, and more. Come meet adoptable pets, learn about local rescue efforts, and maybe even 
find your new best friend! 

December 6 – Whisker Wonderland
We’re excited to welcome you to one of our most festive fundraising 
events of the year—Whisker Wonderland! Held right here at the shelter, 
this special day will be filled with holiday cheer, delicious seasonal treats, handmade 
treasures perfect for gifting, and of course, plenty of whiskered friends to brighten your day.

Whisker Wonderland is more than just a celebration—it’s a chance for our community of cat lovers 
to come together in the spirit of giving. Every donation and purchase directly supports the cats in 
our care, helping us provide food, medical treatment, and safe shelter. Join us as we close out the 
year with joy, generosity, and the magic of the season!

January 24 & 25 – CFA Cat Show hosted by San Diego Cat Fanciers 
We’re looking forward to one of our favorite events: the CFA Cat Show 
hosted by the San Diego Cat Fanciers. This incredible showcase brings 
together cat lovers from all over to admire stunning pedigreed cats, 
celebrate feline companionship, and share in the joy of all things cat. 
Friends of Cats will once again be there with a booth full of handmade 
items, including our popular crochet pieces and hand-painted rocks, 
with all proceeds going directly to support the shelter. We love meeting fellow cat enthusiasts at 
this event and sharing our mission with such a dedicated and passionate community. If you’re a cat 
lover, this is an event you won’t want to miss!

February 2026 – Cupids and Canines
Keep a look out for the updated date for this event hosted by our friends at the San 
Diego Animal Support Foundation at Grossmont Center Mall. This fun-filled adoption 
event brings together dozens of local rescues and shelters, all with adorable cats 
and dogs ready to steal your heart! Come meet your perfect match and make this 
Valentine season extra special with a new furry friend!

Upcoming Events

Follow-us on Facebook and Instagram to get notifications and updates on our future events!



Remembering Our  Remembering Our  
	 Beloved Misty	 Beloved Misty
It is with the heaviest of hearts that we share the 
passing of our cherished Misty. At the remarkable 
age of 25, Misty lived a long, full, and beautiful life, 
one filled with love, dignity, and endless purrs.
Misty came to us through the lifetime care program in 
2020 when her family had to move across the country and 
could not take her with them. We would never have believed she 
was 20 years old then if it hadn’t been for her microchip - confirmed 
by the chip company to have been implanted in the year 2000! 
From the moment she became a resident she captured the hearts 
of staff and customers alike with her dignified and unflappable 
attitude, her resounding meows for attention, her full-throated 
purrs and faucet-like happy drool while getting pets, and her total 
confidence that she was absolutely the queen of the office. 
There was nothing this little old lady loved more than being held, 
getting cheek scritches and rubbing her wet face all over that 
of whoever was cuddling her, and she always got as much 
love as she gave, if not more. To say she will be missed is an 
understatement, the office simply won’t be the same without 
her. We are so grateful and honored to have been a small 
chapter at the end of Misty’s incredibly long quarter-century 
of life, to have spent five years loving her was a constant 
joy, and we will honor her legacy by continuing to provide the 
same love and care we gave her to all of the wonderful cats who 
come to us. 
Rest in peace, sweet girl.

3



4

Shelter Stories

Back in February 2024, longtime supporter and regular donor Joy 
stopped by the shelter looking for a new little friend. Her heart was 
immediately captured by Kekee, an older kitten who had come to 
us just a month earlier after her owner passed away. Sadly, her 
previous neighbor was unable to take her in due to tensions with 
her own cat.
Now happily renamed Goonie (though still called Kekee when she’s 
being mischievous!), she quickly made herself at home. Joy shared, 
“She’s a delight — we discovered she stands on her back legs like a 
penguin, and she likes to leave one ear folded over just to make us laugh!” 
Goonie is now a beloved member of Joy’s family, and we couldn’t be 
happier that this sweet girl found her perfect home.

Kekee (now Goonie)Kekee (now Goonie)

These two little angels came to Friends of Cats after their loving 
mama had to move overseas to follow her calling. Their brother and 
sister had already found new homes, but the placement for Cig and 
Faith fell through — so they joined their siblings here at the shelter.
While none of the kittens seemed especially bonded, fate had other 

plans! Roommates Mary and Melissa came in looking for a cat, and 
to everyone’s surprise, each fell for one of the siblings — and the 

kitties fit their personalities perfectly. Faith became Ash, while Cig kept 
his name, which matched his beautiful smoky fur.
Now living a life of love and luxury, the pair have become inseparable! 
Both Mary and Melissa serve in our armed forces, so when one is 
on deployment, the other “auntie” steps in to care for both cats — a 
truly special family arrangement. 

And if anyone would like to continue this happy story, their sister Negra 
is still waiting for her forever home at the shelter!

Cig and FaithCig and Faith
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Shelter Stories

Trick or Treat for a Cause!

Two kittens from different litters, just a few weeks apart in age, 
found not only a home but a lifelong friendship. Adopted together 
by Kristan and her family, the pair had already bonded in the 
adoption room and have been inseparable ever since.
Kristan shared that their names have a beautiful meaning — 

Vida and Pete were chosen in honor of 
her beloved grandmother, Ovida, whose 

nickname was Pete. What a wonderful 
tribute to her memory! These two sweet 
kittens are thriving in their loving home, filling 
it with energy, affection, and purrs.

This Halloween season, our Trick or Treat for a Cause fundraiser 
was a spooktacular success all thanks to you! Your generosity 
helped bring smiles, purrs, and a whole lot of love to the cats in 
our care.
From tasty treats and toys to wish list gifts, blankets, and donations, 
your kindness made a world of difference. Because of your support, 
we can continue providing safe shelter, quality care, and happy homes 
for cats who need us most.
If you’d still like to contribute, we always welcome donations through 
our Amazon and Chewy Wish Lists, which can be found on our 
website. Every gift—big or small—helps make a difference for the 
cats who count on us year-round.
From all of us at Friends of Cats, thank you for proving that compassion 
is the sweetest treat of all.

Titanium (Tux) & Stegosaurus (Grey Tabby) -  Titanium (Tux) & Stegosaurus (Grey Tabby) -  
     now Pete and Vida -     now Pete and Vida -
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DonationsDonations
2bit Productions, Ken Allgeier, Elaine Alvarez, Shantall Armenta, Greg & Margaret Baxter, Elizabeth Beal, Patricia Berry,  
Sheri Beshear, Yvette Biddle, Janet K. Bock, Hanna Bohnsack, Bright Funds, Barbara J. Bush, Pamela Carlisle,  
Adam Castellani, Robyn Champlain, Leanna Choong, Aldo Ciani, Karen Clifford, Joan Cohen, Cosmic Frogs Vinyl, Carol Culkin,  
John M. Davis, Toni DeCarlo, Chris Degurse, Barbara Drews, Neil Duggan, Ron Edwords, Marsi Engle, Julia Evans,  
Esther Ewell, Anne Fares, Jack Flores, Cathrine Frazier, Andrea Fuller, Shirley Garcia, Jacqueline Glascock, Merrily Goff, 
Louis Good, Joan Goodwin, Kathleen & Bill Grigsby, Rebeca Gutierrez-Griep, Terry Hale, Nancy Heacox, Helene Hoffman, 
Holman Automotive Group Inc., Paula Ingrum, Connie Iverson, Amanda Jenison, Emme & Reggie Jennings, Lillian Johansen, 
Jaycee Karl, Margie Kitano, KitNipBox Donation Program, Elana Levens-Craig, Amanda Lewis-Amato, Susan Lindsey, 
Lorraine & Robert Lonn, Bernard Lucas, Birgit Luehrsen, Ian Lytle, Clare Maness, Elaine Manning, Jonathon Manzo, Parween 
Maronesy, Allison Marshall, Irma Martinez, Leticia Martinez-Odanga, Marge Martinovic, Jennifer Massa-Stalmer, Irene Maule,  
Virginia & Curtis McKenzie, Linda McLaughlin, Rachael Mello, April Merritt, Itsuko Meyer, Melvin & Joan Miljour,  
Lisa Miller, J. Miller, Marilyn Mittleholtz, Sandra Morgan, Stephen Muckle, Donna Nagel, Lois Navolt, Angel Necochea,  
James Newell, Christine Nguyen, Jennifer Nickles, Diane Nordstrom, Susan Palmer, Lisa Parker, Cynthia Patterson, PayPal Giving 
Fund, Gladys Pearson, PenChecks Inc., Donald Petersen, Karen Peterson, Nancy Petitti, Christian Pettineo, Patricia Piercey,  
Anna Ramynke, Christie Ranney, Joanie Rodgers, Diane Roll, Lester Schaffer, Theresa Scutellaro, David Shipley,  
Sharon Shufelt, Reginald & Joan Sidaway, Stacy Sieger, Anne Signore, Ashley Simpson, Sharon Slofkosky, Debbie Spineto, 
Deidre Spruce, Jacqueline Stanley, Rosemarie Stanton, Susan & John Stearns, Kevin Stokes, Barbara Stringer, Martha E. Stultz, 
Anne Sumrow, Lynn Tapp, Laura Telles, Alyssa Valerio, Nancy Varah, Sandra Vary, Brent Vorreyer, Julie & Jeff Walker, 
Kimberly Weimer, Ronald & Jan Weiss, Logan Williams, Steven Yerkes, James Zahrn, Harriet Zale

New MembersNew Members
Madeleine Fahrenwald, Everett Payan

Renewing MembersRenewing Members
Diana Brotherton-Ware, Pamela Carlisle, Judith Castaneda, Sheila Curtice, Eleanor Darron, Zita Emerson, Carole Gase,  
Becki Gibson, Jacqueline Glascock, Kathleen & Bill Grigsby, Alice Gruber, Sandra Morgan, Donna Nagel, Robert & Lisa 
Parker, Tom Sullivan, Jack Wagner, Elizabeth Weber, Dolores Woodford

Memberships, donations, and tributes received after 10/22/2025 will appear in the next edition of Cat Tales. 
Cat Tales is edited by Becki Gibson
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PledgesPledges
2bit Productions, Rob Abrom, Kristen Barnhill, Elaine Barrett, Danielle Bartholomew, Sharyl Beaton, Cecilia Berg,  
Barbara Blanchard, Maria Carbajal, Terry Carpenter, Anthony Cerone, Robert Clay, Caitlin Chismark, Heather Coate,  
James Colbert, Elizabeth Comer, Phyllis Crawford, Carol Culkin, Allyson Darroch, Tayler Davidson, April Decker,  
Rufino Echanis Jr., Hussain Elhaouli, Carin Elliott, Richard & Melinda Fisher, Catherine Frazier, Nancylee Friedlander,  
Shirley Garcia, Patti Gentes, Sherry Gettmann, Sherry Gilbert, Harriet Goldstein, Sandra Guillen, Teresa Haas, James 
& Stella Hada Jr., Rachel Hall, Sue Heim, Helene Hoffman, Christine Hogan, Robert Jacobs, Gina James, John Jontry,  
Bernard Juleson, Edward & Gayle Kane, Jaycee Karl, Rose Keene, Karen & Alan Kent, Rita Koda, Jeannette Landis,  
Katherine Lazzaro, Nathan Lessani, David Lloyd, Dave & Sally Loucks, Callie Mack, Bob Martin, Peter Maxwell,  
Michele’s Musivation, Mindy Miller, Dana Christine Murphy, Barbara Neff, Ness Commissions, Gerry Nordstrom,  
Laurie Orange, Robin Parks, Sonia Podvin, Joe Quarles, Patricia Ray, Denise Reesha, Melody Ross, Ruth Rudesill,  
Marina Ryzhkova, Eleanna Sakoulas, Jill Schaeffer, Danielle Schulte, Virginia Schultz, Noelle Sleder, Teresa Steele,  
Kathryn Stirlen, Mary Ann Sullivan, Danene Twyman Brown, Barbara VanHorne, Kristine Vickery, Julie & Jeff Walker,  
Jacqueline Whaley, Darlene Whorley, Robert Wiggins, Wendy Wright, Caitlin Yaussi

Donations in Honor of PeopleDonations in Honor of People
Ed Rose’s Birthday—Rebecca Brown, Rita Kafalas’s Birthday—Lori Hrinewski, Leif Peterson’s Bar Mitzvah—Kim Hunnefeld,  
Shelby Henry’s Birthday—Marsi & Mitch

Donations in Honor of CatsDonations in Honor of Cats
Zoey—Lila Ewing, Winnie—Becky Lafreniere, Midnight & Mama Speedy—Homer & Diana Lusk, Joanie—Mark Shirvell,  
Willow—John Smith, Rita, Minx, & Billy—Christina Van Orshoven, Chili Pepper—David E. Webb

Donations in Memory of PeopleDonations in Memory of People
Anna Collingwood—Richard & Charlotte Collingwood, Priscilla—Hedy Kleinsorge, Judith Levine—Hedy Levine, Rick Miles—Ellen 
Miles, Val Hoskins—Lea Torregiano

Donations in Memory of CatsDonations in Memory of Cats
Luke Dedman, the East County Pate King—Jamie Baker, Max the 3rd—Kensington Veterinary, Cooper, beloved kitty of Cheryl 
Lynn Correa—Patricia Kepple, Catalina—Patricia Mundy, Simba, beloved pet of Judy Rieth—Katharine Ojeda, Tigger & Bobby 
Plath—Carol & Donald Plath, Natasha—Deborah Robben, Stanley—Christina Van Orshoven, Duke & Derek—Jack Wagner



 
 
 
 

 

FRIENDS OF CATS is a private, non-profit 
organization dedicated to providing shelter and 
medical care for homeless cats. Once their health 
is assured, we find homes for as many of them as 
we can. The cats in our care are never euthanized 
except as a matter of compassion if they are 
terminally ill. We depend primarily on membership 
fees, donations, and bequests, to continue our 
work. Inquiries are welcome and we are always 
eager for new members. If you would like to join 
us or to make a tax-deductible contribution, please 
use the coupon at right. When you become a 
member of Friends of Cats, you will receive each 
issue of our newsletter, CAT TALES.

For membership or 
donation, scan with 
your smart phone  

or tablet. 

Misty

You can’t buy love — but you can adopt it!

Membership Coupon

Name __________________________________________________________

Street Address ____________________________________________________

City ______________________________ State ________ Zip _____________

Email Address ____________________________________________________

Telephone _______________________________________________________

	  Existing	  Renew	  New
Membership:

	  Youth $5		   Sustaining $50
	  Senior $10		   Supporting $100
	  Regular $25		   Life $1,000

Donation (non-membership): ________________________________________

Pledge Club: ______________________ per month for a minimum of one year.

Mail to: Friends of Cats, P.O. Box 1613, Lakeside, CA 92040
Membership does not guarantee acceptance of a cat by our shelter. Please call for details: 619-561-0361

Friends of Cats, Inc.
NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION

Corporate I.D. 10773-A
Post Office Box 1613
Lakeside, CA 92040

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage 

PAID
Permit No. 700
San Diego, CA

A Word About
Friends of Cats

Shelter Location
15587 Olde Highway 80 

El Cajon, CA 92021 • 619-561-0361

Hours
Tuesday - Sunday 10am - 4pm

Closed Monday

Mailing Address
P.O. Box 1613

Lakeside, CA 92040


