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Friends of Cats’ Eldest Residents
Among Friends of Cats’ feline residents are three special 
cats that take top prizes for their longevity:

Muffin—age 20

Muffin came to Friends of Cats in 1995 due to her in- 
appropriate urination issues and avoidance of her litter 
box. Reclusive by nature, Muffin chose to hide in the 
linen closet following her arrival at the Shelter. Head 
Vet Tech Robin Johnson sought a better solution 
for her, and moved Muffin into the hospital room for a 
greater sense of security in quiter surroundings. These 
days Muffin can be found in room C-7. She is very 
friendly and sleeps most of the time due to her age. She has no 
major medical issues except for her blind left eye, which resembles 
a marble. The next time you visit Friends of Cats, drop into C-7 
to meet Muffin.

Buffy—age 17

Buffy came to Friends of Cats in November 2014 through the 
Lifetime Care program. She was brought in by the niece of her 
owner, who had died. Buffy is healthy, with no significant medical 
issues. She currently resides in room C-7. You can visit her together 
with Muffin. She’s very friendly and loves to have her picture taken.

Davison—age 17

Davison is a feral cat currently living in the “shy” cottage. Robin 
rescued Davison in 2012 after her owner died and the person 
looking after the house could not get near Davison. As part of her 
incoming veterinary exam the doctor noticed a mass where her leg 
meets her body. A biopsy was performed and revealed a mast cell 
tumor, which was removed, resulting in Davison’s full recovery.

Friends of Cats is committed to providing a good home for cats 
like Muffin, Buffy, and Davison that have nowhere else to go in 
their old age. 

Muffin Buffy Davison

Love Baseball? Want to see the Padres beat the Dodgers? 
(Of course you do!) Purchase tickets from Friends of 
Cats for the Big Game at Petco Park on June 13th, and 
you can support the Shelter while cheering on the home 
team. We are asking $30 per ticket, and any donation 
above $30 is a tax-deductible contribution. Seating is 
in the Upper Infield, Section 306, and the first pitch 
of this night game is at 7:10 PM. We are hoping for a 
large group of fellow Shelter supporters to help us get 
Friends of Cats promoted on the Jumbotron!



2    Cat tales                                                          Spring 2015

Friends of Cats
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Cat Tales welcomes your photos, letters,  
and stories, as well as queries regarding  
ideas for articles. Please send to us at:  

cattales@friendsofcats.org.  
Images should be high-resolution for 

publication. We reserve the right  
to edit or condense content due to  

space limitations or for clarity.

Our Mission Statement
To maintain a Shelter for homeless and 

unwanted cats with the goal of placing all 
healthy cats into loving, adoptive homes 

while providing a sanctuary for cats that are 
terminally ill, considered unadoptable, or 
whose owners have prearranged for their 

continued lifetime care. In a nurturing, 
rehabilitative environment, we ensure the 

health of all cats entrusted to our care, 
promote spaying and neutering, and resort to 
euthanasia only as a matter of compassion for 

cats whose terminal illness causes suffering.

Come to  
CinCo de Meow

on May 2nd!
Saturday, May 2 from 11 AM to 2 PM

Raffle and door Prizes
MeXiCAn BUFFeT

• Free admission
• Cat Boutique
• Shelter Tours
• Surprises from Coe Lewis from KGB
  (hosting from 11 am to 1 PM)
• Raffle tickets available March 15 on our
   website—www.friendsofcats.org
 

 
Friends of Cats, 15587 olde Highway 80. el Cajon, CA 92021  

exit 23 off interstate 8, 2.9 miles east on olde Highway 80
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Friends of Cats’ staff members get to know each 
and every cat in the Shelter. So it’s not surprising 
that certain cats whose looks, personality, or antics 
make them stand out become personal favorites. 
We thought it would be fun to introduce our staff 
holding their favorite cats from among our current 
feline residents.  

Meet Our Staff

From left: Carol Deptula (3 years at FOC) 
holding  Haydn, age 11/2, who has been at 
FOC for a year; Jane Rothenay (10 years 
at FOC), holding Tonto, age 10, who has 
spent 4 months at FOC; Janet Bianchini, 
Shelter Manager (4 years at FOC), with 
Dog, age 5, who has lived at FOC for 4 
years; Liz Miller (7 years at FOC) hold-
ing Tabitha, age 8, who has lived at FOC 
for 5 years; Lauren Pederson (3 months 
at FOC) holding Chucky, age 9, who has 
lived at FOC for 8 years.

From left: Cora Zwartjes (7 years at FOC) hold-
ing  Tabitha, age 8, who has been at FOC for 
5 years; Heidi Clark (6 years at FOC), holding 
Oliver, age 15, who has spent 21/2 years at FOC; 
Lacy Farber (5 months at FOC), with Garcia, age 
2, who has lived at FOC for 2 years.

Nicole Henry (4 years at FOC) holding Louie, age 14, who has been at FOC for 8 
years; Dan Goldstein (21/2 years at FOC), holding Billy Jack, age 7, who has spent 5 
years at FOC. Both Louie and Billy Jack are in our Lifetime Care program.

Robin Johnson, Head Vet Tech (161/2  years at FOC) holding Sherman, age 2, who 
has been at FOC for 3 months; Tabitha Silva (11/2  years at FOC), holding Eli, age 21/2, 
who has spent 8 months at FOC. Both Sherman and Eli are FIV positive.

Photos by Christine Hogan
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Our holiday event, “Whisker Wonderland,” was held December 
13th from 5 to 7 pm—a very festive evening of music, holiday 
treats and good cheer. The Shelter courtyard was decked with 
lights and the Angel Tree held ornaments purchased by donors 
in honor of our Shelter cats. Caroling was provided by Girl 
Scouts from various local troops, which was enjoyed by visitors 
and cats alike. 

Girl Scout carolers.  Back row: Lucy, Molly, Bryn, Karenna, Alyssa (all from Troop #3289);
Front row: Annika (Troop #3275), Catalyn, Cailyn, Sara (all from Troop #3289), Claire 
(Troop number unknown), Evan on guitar (brother of Alyssa).

Whisker  
Wonderland

Feline Historical Display at Food and Water Bowl
San Diego’s largest annual cat show, the Food and Water Bowl, was held 
the last weekend in January at the Del Mar Fairgrounds. This feline 
extravaganza held concurrent judgings in 8 rings, as well as offered 
educational lectures on breed history and cat health care issues, dozens 
of vendors selling everything from cat food to scratching posts, and kitty 
agility demonstrations. 

New and interesting this year was a traveling display of artifacts 
from the Feline Historical Museum, which runs in partnership with the 
Cat Fanciers’ Association Foundation and is located in Alliance, Ohio. 
The museum is dedicated to preserving the history of the cat, and to 
that end has sought and purchased items relating to the earliest cat 
shows, rare books, scrapbooks, and personal collections of cat-related 
prints, paintings and sculpture. A 
recent acquisition is the modern 
Cat House designed in 1954 by 
Frank Lloyd Wright for a private 
client in Cincinnati, as well as the 
accompanying elevation plans 
and specifications for the project.

The museum also has a 1500- 
volume reference library. Live cats 
also periodically have the run of 
the museum to greet visitors.

The Museum is open Tuesday 
through Saturday, and its website 
features a virtual museum where 
its collections can be explored in-
depth. For more information, visit  
http://www.felinehistorical 
foundation.org/index.html

Top: CFA Judge Vicky Nye with a handsome Russian Blue;.
Bottom and right: Early 1900s cat show artifacts, including a winner’s cup.
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Tony Wang, entrepreneur and general manager of the Cat Café, has 
successfully launched a unique enterprise in the Gaslamp district. 
Located at the intersection of Third Avenue and Island Streets 
(472 Third Avenue), the Cat Café offers good quality coffee drinks 
and food, with access to adoptable cats in a relaxed and casual 
setting. Tony will usually have 6 to 8 cats available for socializing 
and potential adoption. Since the café opened, 23 cats have found 
new homes.

The driving force behind establishing the Cat Café was finding a 
unique way of getting adoptable cats noticed and into good homes. 
Tony acknowledges that he has to make a profit on the coffee drinks 
and pastries—but the welfare of the cats is paramount.

The Cat Cafe  
Now Open 
in Downtown San Diego

The idea for the Cat Café originated in Taiwan and quickly 
spread to Japan. Now similar cafés have opened in London, Paris 
and other European cities, where many urban dwellers have very 
small apartments and may not be able to keep cats at home. The 
opportunity to spend time with cats in a social setting has been a 
major draw in densely populated cities.

The next time you are in the Gaslamp, check out the Cat Café, 
which is open from 7 AM to 3 PM seven days per week. Spend some 
time over a cup of coffee with a furry friend in your lap. A recent 
visit on a Sunday morning revealed as many people as cats. The 
best time to visit is  before 10 AM, since the cats are very social 
and active, and there will be fewer people.

Momo, one of the Cat Cafe’s adoptable cats.

FOC Board  
member Gayle Kane,  

with Truvy.

A look inside  
the Cat Cafe.

Photos by Ed Kane
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Thank You!
Stein; Michael Tuckman; Dr. Meris Von Jeneff; Dorothy Ward; Penny Wilkins; 
Dorothy Woods; Pamela Worrell
Renewing—Mary Lee Apka; Curtis Awbrey; Kandi Baxter; Anne von Benck-
endorff; L H Benton; Stacey Berlangiero; Anthony Bianchini; Dolores Braden; 
Diana Brotherton-Ware; Lea Bugera; Ruth Burkhardt; Paul Carmona; Alice 
Cohen; Ruth Contino; Walter & Mary Curry; Barbara Decker; Gary Decker; 
Pam/Inge Drew/Bisconer; Madeline and Roger English; Martha Evans; 
Sheila Fairman; Katharine Farrow; Susan Finger; Mike Fletcher; Jean Foster;  
Catherine Frost; Gretchen Geib; Corinne Geller; Christine Gentel; Judith 
Gibb; John & Joyce Gillespie; Jill Gormley; Susan Griffith; Kathy Harris;  
Jacqueline Hart; Peggy Hartman; Don Hodges; Lucille Hodges; Terry 
& Christine Hogan; Holly Hogrefe; Constance Johnson; Mary Johnson; 
Hank & Bonnie Jones; Sheila Kennedy; Faith Kleven; Sandra Klipfel; Nicole  
Kovacs; Elaine Lamb; Merrie Lamb; Mary Lancaster; Marian Laret; Barbara 
Lester; Jack Lester; Lisa Lightfoot; Daniel Lough; Sandra MacPherson; Elaine  
Manning; Christine Manzella; Beverly Marcum; Erica McKeown; Mary  
McNeil; Marion Mettler; Dr & Mrs Leonard Naiman; Doraine Offerman; 
James Orr; Marcia Pehrsson; Fred Reinstein; Gail Rettig; January Riddle; 
Douglas Robbins; Edward Rose; Karen & Ron Santschi; Roland Saulnier; 
Dean and Vicki Schlagel; Meredith Scott; Joyce Settle; Christine Sickler; 
James Skelly; Janice Stanger; Deborah Stevenson; Victoria & Catherine  
Summers; Carol Jean Thompson; Jacqueline Thompson; Gary Tomer;  
William Treat; Marlene Turpin; Jacqueline Valenzuela; Nancy Varah; Zelda 
Webb; Elizabeth Weber; Barbara Weimer; Valentina White; Julie Whitney; 
Melissa Williams; Carina Winter; Lee Young

Monthly Pledges
Pledge Club Members are a very strong and important part of our 
donation program. We are very much aware of all that you do. FOC staff, 
Board of Directors, volunteers, and, of course, our kitties all extend sincere 
thanks for your generosity: Rob Abrom; Curtis Awbrey; Elaine Barrett; Cecilia 
Berg; Barbara Blanchard; David A. Bower; Terry Carpenter; Barbara Cefalu; 
Robert Clay; Kathleen Coe; Rose Cosgrove; Anne Crouch; Carol Culkin; Chris 
Degurse; Nanette Donnelly; Richard & Melinda Fisher; Stephen Foreman; 
Rita Forshey; Catherine Frazier; Cindy Gilbert; Sarah Grider; Carole Harrison; 
Helene Hoffman; Christine Hogan; Jan Howard; Judith Jumper; Edward & 
Gayle Kane; Lynette Kaplan; Johnny & Rose Keene; Mary Kern; Thelma 
Lacy; Jean Landis; Jeannette Landis; Katherine Lazzaro; Dave & Sally Loucks; 
Bob Martin; Robert McClellan; Dolores McPherson; Virginia Miller; Laurie 
Orange; Eileen & Joe Quarles; Patricia Ray; Alice Singleton; Charlotte Spahn; 
Jan Turner; Rene Valencia; Julie & Jeff Walker; Jean West; Darlene Whorley

In-Kind Donations 
Marilyn Alvarado; Michael Bishop; Peter Craig; Chris Detrez; Oksana 
Dharbal; Tami Dickerson; Suzanne Dollar; Double SS Feed Store; Les-
lie Gabehart; Bonnie Greer; Deborah M. Hadden; Mary Hurley; Kathy  
Kennedy; Dennis Lymons; Eleanor Mosca; Yvonne A. Nelson; Karlene  
Newman; Yeranui Padilla; Phyllis Parsley; Jaclynn Reifman; Carol Rogers; 
Gerald Shepherd; Jan Spinali; Beverly Tierney; Julie Tirpak; Janet Tobin

Donations in Honor of the Following People:
Ellen & Dierdra—Harold Kaul • Bob Kern—Mel Kern • Gisela Koestner 
—Susan Smalley • Dorothy Ward—Gloria Urbanek • Julie T.’s birth-
day—James Yahnke • Veronica Eisert—Adam Yanalunas • Cory Diller 
—Mark Young

Monetary Donations
Jerome Acevedo; Robert Alden; Bonnie Anderson; Dana Apodaca; Mike 
& Donna Armstrong; Janice Barnard; Paul Barnier; J. Blakeney Bartlett; Lois 
Julia Beland; Ursula Bell; Evelyn J. Bennett Foundation; Barry Berkov; Patricia 
Berry; Diana Blanton; Margaret Bloisa; Paulette Bocian; BOI Software;  
Barbara Bordelon; Dave Bouchonnet; Stan Boyer; Shell Bridges; Lillian Burt; 
Lisa Butler; Gary Cannon; Margaret Cathcart; Maria Charles-Casarrubias; 
Martin Chevalier; Elizabeth Childress; Fran Ciraolo; Robert Clark; William 
Coaker; Ingrid Coffin; Laura Cole; Elizabeth Comer; Reanna Cook; Marchen 
 Cooper; Lily Cowen; Carol Culkin; Eleanor Darron; John Davis; Jackie  
Davison Trust; Elaine De La Vega; Manuel Demetre; Suzanne & Johnny 
Dollar; George Drain; Diana Drake; Karen Dwinell; Ann & Sherlock  
Ellis; Martha Evans; Anthony & Paula Everhart; Helen Farrer; Lili Feingold;  
RachelFine; Denise Fleischer; Judith Fox; Nell Garrett; Carole Gase; Gretchen  
Geib; Barbara Gerrard; Ray Giddings; Harriet Goldstein; Ellen & Ed Gonzales; 
Lori Gowrie; Alice Gruber; Kathryn Gurney; Donald Hagstrom; Jacqueline 
Hart; Nancy Heacox; Sue Heim; George Henderson; Linda Hitney; Bill 
Hoermann; Robert Hoffman; Rose Maria Hoffman; Janice Holmes; Larry 
Houghton; William Huff; Steven Huffman; Dave/Robbie Humphries/Taylor 
& Friends; Amelia Hunt; Denise Huntsman; Sterling Hutcheson; Juanita 
Jacobson; Jeffrey Jaeger; Olivia James; Patty Jencks; Marie Jennings; Cora  
Jensen; Karen Johl; Constance Johnson; Joyce Johnston; Kevin Judkins;  
Michael & Nancy Kaehr; Rita-Maria Kafalas-May; Laurene Kallstrom; Brian 
Kantor; Yvonne Kenniston; John Kern; Bernice Klohr; Katherine Klohr; 
Marilyn Kneeland; Karol Koerner; Kroger Stores; Jill Kruse; Karen L; Thelma 
Lacy; Mary Lancaster; Mary Ann Lashchuk; Sheila Laurenson; Dorothy Lee; 
Cathy Lemonnier; Bradley Lenahan; Nancy Lilliot; Dorothy Little; Diane & 
John Low; Peter Lucas; Birgit Luehrsen; Daniel & Lillian Mahaney; Donna 
Mancuso; Joan Mara; McClure Family Trust; McGrath Family Survivor 
Trust; Carole McGriff; Michelle Merrill-Long; Catherine Meyer; James Miles;  
Carol Miller; Marilyn Mittleholtz; Betty & Roger Montanus; Barbara 
Moody; Stacey Nagy; Nancy & Michael Kaehr Fund; Bettye Neely; Karlene  
Newman; Marianne O’Donnell; Pat Olafson; Estela Olivas; Milton Olson; 
Laurie Orange; Todd Orr; Mike Pagano; Robin L. Parks; Bruce & Silvia Parry; 
Phyllis Parsley; Paul & Lea Levine Foundation; Vanessa Pazos; Frances Linda 
Pearce; Leslie Pembroke; Mary Lou Peterson; Sarah Powell; Alyssa Prestidge; 
Maxine Quinn; Martin Rath; Dale Redfield; Linda Reedy; Linda Riddle; Don 
Ridgeway; Joanie Rodgers; Diane Roll; Ruth Rudesill; Barbara Russell; Amy 
Saflar; Eva Sandvik; Mary Saurwein; Alan Scales; Jean Scheverman; Vickie 
Schlagel; R Schwab; Carrie & Mathias Semik; Linda Sevier; Gerald Shepherd; 
Sam Shepherd; Barbara Showman; Reginald & Joan Sidaway; Stacy Sieger; Al 
Smithson; Carol Stein; Deborah Stevenson; Barbara Stringer; Martha Stultz; 
Joanne Sumption; Jessie Swanstrom; Charles Sweeney; Penne Thacher;  
The Art Laboe Foundation; Jacqueline Thompson; Richard Townsend;  
Ernest Toy; Sycuan Tribal Council; Greg Truesdale; Ann Utterback; Vail 
Memorial Trust; Barbara VanHorne; Jack & Cammie Wagner; Jack Wagner 
Jr.; Mary Waseman; Elizbeth Weber; Ronald Weiss; John Westervelt; Judy 
Wheatley; Valentina White; Cliff & Sharlene Williams; Naomi Williams; 
Nathan Workman; Elizabeth Wright; Wendy Wright; Marilyn Wynne; Sue 
Young

Memberships:
New—Shaun Apffel; Mike & Donna Armstrong; Sebastian Biddle; Yvette Biddle; 
Janet K. Bock; Bob Bouchonnet; James Bouchonnet; Tracy Bouchonnet; 
Joan Carter; Paul Clay; Lynda Coffman; Everly Cox; Susan Drake; Anthony 
& Paula Everhart; Barbara Gerrard; Kevin & Dawn Horst; Joel Kaminsky; 
Hedy Kleinsorge; Eileen Mandell; Darrien Michael; Doris Millard; Jeannie 
Musgrove; Carol & Don Plath; Pat Potter; Amy Sirkin; Enzo Spinali; David 
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Former FOC Board member Marion 
Connaughton passed away on February 
16th at the age of 96. Marion served 
on the Board from 2002 to 2007. She 
was also a long-time volunteer and 
supporter of the Shelter, and played 
an active role in helping to shape and 
define our Lifetime Care program.

Marion lived in Bonita and had 
been a San Diego resident since 1948. 

A Registered Nurse for 42 years, she held positions at the Balboa 
Naval Hospital, Chula Vista Community Hospital, and Mercy 
Hospital. As a “career” Navy wife whose husband served in World 
War II and the Korean War, she was committed to honoring  the 
San Diego area military communities, and held a volunteer staff 
position with the Navy and Marine Corps Relief Society for 14 
years. Marion was a tireless community contributor and was a 
strong believer in volunteerism. In addition to her Board work with 
Friends of Cats, she was involved with M.A.D.D. and the Chula 
Vista Humane Society. In her spare time, she was an expert quilter.

We at FOC are saddened by her passing but grateful for her years 
of support. Marion made Lifetime Care provisions for her beloved 
cat, Missy, age 13, who now resides with us in our Cozy Cottage.

In Memoriam
Donations in Memory of the Following People:

Sylvia Jangarel-Andersen—Aprell Bigler • Dean & Marian Seaman—
Karen Lawrence • Bob Saunders—Janet Pimsl • Joan Grosskreuz—Amy 
Saflar • Robert Saunders—Leslie Saunders • Lois Bunet—Bonnie Winkler

Donations in Memory of the Following Cats: 
 
Moocha—Linda Barnett • Alice Kelley—Janet K. Bock • Chuy—Pame-
la Carlisle • Sabrina & Raimee—Aina & Roalds Celms • Aida, Cosmo,  
Cricket, Herman, Herman, Koko, Lenny, Madeline, Mazzy, Orla  
Marie, Paulo, Penny, Priscilla, Sake, Samantha, Simon, Spooky, Sy, 
Thomas, Tigger, Tobey, Tony—Cheshire Cat Feline Health Center • Toad—
Patricia Clavell • Sidney—Suzanne Fieser • Frankie & Tracie—Cynthia  
Firkins • Marmie—Nancylee Friedlander • Stella Blue—Kevin & Dawn Horst 
• Priscilla—Hedy Kleinsorge • Teasel—Jeannette Landis • Moocha—Suzi 
Masheeco • Boo-Boo—Doraine Offerman • Lily—Marcia Pehrsson • Lear 
—January Riddle • Oscar—Christopher Stein • Daphney—Martha Stultz

I

Donations in Honor of the Following Cats:
Oliver—Siv Garrod • Holly & Henrietta—Ray Giddings • H.R.H. Ob—
Charlotte Hajec • Mata Hara—Evelyn Hiller • Apollo & Daphne—Lucille 
M. Hodges • Nick—Barbara & Jack Lester • BJ Angel Star & Stretch—Lo-
ralee Merrill • Our many beloved cats—Jean Pehrsson • Hobie Cat Or-
ville & Wilber—Wayne & Karen Peterson • Sammycat—Jennifer Reichert • 
Lily & Jake—Martha Stultz • Rita, Minx & Billy—Christina Van Orshoven

Marion Connaughton 
1918–2015

“A kindle of kittens” is the proper collective noun for a group of young felines, made famous by 
author Rumer Godden in her book of the same name. The cozy kindle shown here is just a reminder 
that Kitten Season is in full swing at FOC. Come visit our little ones today!

Shelter Scenes

A sweet mutual moment as long-time volunteer Peggy Hartman 
shares a snuggle  with one of her favorite Lifetime Care cats in  
Cozy Cottage. 



A Word About 
Friends of Cats

FrIenDs oF Cats is a private, non-profit 
organization dedicated to providing shelter 
and medical care for homeless cats. Once 
their health is assured, we find homes for 
as many of them as we can. The cats in our 
care are never euthanized except as a matter 
of compassion if they are terminally ill. We 
depend primarily on membership fees, do-
nations and bequests to continue our work.
Inquiries are welcome and we are always 
eager for new members. If you would like 
to join us or to make a tax-deductible con-
tribution, please use the coupon at right. 
When you become a member of Friends 
of Cats, you will receive each issue of our 
newsletter Cat Tales.

Membership Coupon
Name_________________________________________________________________ _

Street Address___________________________________________________________

City_______________________    State_____________________      Zip______________

E-mail address ___________________________________________________________

Telephone ______________________________________________________________

Membership Status:

❑
❑
❑
❑

❑
❑
❑
❑

Contribution (non-membership):  $_________________________________________
Pledge Club:  $___________  per month for a minimum of one year.

Mail to: Friends of Cats, P.O. Box 1613, Lakeside, CA 92040
Membership does not guarantee acceptance of a cat by our shelter.  Please call for details: 619-561-0361

Shelter Location
15587 Olde Highway 80

El Cajon, CA 92021
 619-561-0361

Hours
Tues–Sun 10am–4pm

Closed Monday

Mailing Address
P.O.Box 1613

Lakeside, CA 92040
E-mail: info@friendsofcats.org

www.friendsofcats.org

Editor/Designer: Lydia D’moch

Friends of Cats, Inc.
NoNprofIt orgANIzAtIoN

Corporate I. D. 10773-A
post office Box 1613

Lakeside, California 92040
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You can’t buy love–but you can adopt it!
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