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Hunter’s Journey Home
by lydia d’moch—Friends 
of Cats is recognized by its peer 
organizations for providing 
sanctuary to FIV+ and FELV+ 
cats, and as a result, the Shelter 
is often contacted when cats 
with these chronic illnesses are 
taken in. Most local shelters 

have no means to provide long-term care for such cats, whose 
prospect for adoption is considered poor. During the recent 
holiday season, Friends of Cats was alerted by Carlsbad Animal 
Control in North San Diego County that an FIV+ cat was in 
need of placement. The cat, named Hunter, was transported 
to the Shelter. At the same time, a network of volunteers on 
Yahoo groups, dedicated to finding forever homes for adoptable 
FIV+ and FELV+ cats, was actively promoting Hunter online. 
Very quickly, events unfolded that transformed a relatively rou- 
tine transfer from shelter to shelter into a cross-country journey for 
Hunter to a new adoptive home in Iowa. Here’s how it happened.

Hunter appeared on the Yahoo group’s website as his transfer 
to FOC was being approved, and group members were enormous-
ly relieved that he was no longer in danger of being euthanized. 
One group member, Cindy, became interested in Hunter after her 
potential adoption of another FIV+ cat fell through. Cindy has 
several other FIV+ cats as well as cats without the disease, and 
felt Hunter would be a great addition to her feline family. After 
completing the necessary paperwork, Cindy was approved to  
adopt, but there was one small hitch: she lives in Iowa, and transport 
would be necessary to bring Hunter home.

Animal transport networks have grown in the U.S. in recent 
years, mainly in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. Friends of 
Cats was itself the beneficiary of one such network in 2006, when 
it took in over 40 homeless cats from New Orleans, thanks to 
the efforts of volunteers who drove them to California in a horse  
trailer. A dedicated bunch who work tirelessly to find, secure, and 
deliver homeless animals to shelters and new families throughout 
the country, transporters deserve acknowledgment for the selfless 
services they provide.

In Hunter’s case, a volunteer in San Francisco named A.J.—an 
attorney who transports animals regularly due to her frequent 

Top left: Hunter snoozes on the first day of his journey at La Costa 
Resort in Carlsbad, CA. Above, the volunteer pilot and crew charged 
with flying Hunter to Iowa from St. Louis pose before relinquishing 
him to his new family.

travels—had planned a vacation in the Carlsbad area, and swiftly 
committed to flying Hunter home with her via first class on a 
commercial airline. Hunter spent several days in the City by the 
Bay before the next leg of his journey to St. Louis, with a volunteer 
named Linda. Once there, he spent a day with a foster family before 
the final part of his journey—with yet another volunteer friend of 
A.J.’s who piloted a private plane (at no charge) to Hunter’s new 
home in Iowa.

(continued on page 7)
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by julie tirpak—When I was 2½ years old, my parents got me my first pet—a tortoise. After all, what better pet for a 2½ year old than 
an animal that needs little attention, doesn’t need to be potty trained, and sleeps at least 4 months out of the year? Little did they know that 
over 40 years later, she’d still be a part of our family.

When I was a young adult, my family jokingly said I might need to put my tortoise in my will. I didn’t think much about it, since I was 
still young and thought I was invincible. Now that I am older, I realize that, should something happen to me, in addition to making sure my 
family is taken care of, I need to insure that all my pets will be taken care of, too.

Friends of Cats offers a program that has given me peace of mind that my cats have a place to go where they will be loved and cared for, 
should my family not be able to do so. Future Care gives cat owners the opportunity to prearrange their cats’ placement at Friends of Cats 
in the event of incapacitation or death.

The Future Care cats are housed in our Cozy Cottage, where they receive daily care and attention from our staff. They also receive groom-
ing and medical treatment as needed—including vaccinations and medication. Currently, we have 58 cats in our Future Care program.  
Of these 58 cats, 40 have been with us for less than 5 years, 16 have been with us between 5–9 years, and 2 have been with us for over  
10 years.

The process is simple: A cat owner contacts Friends of Cats and states that he/she would like to enroll his/her cat in the Future Care 
program. Payment is not necessary to begin, but proof of a will or trust stating that Friends of Cats has been named as future care provider 
for the cat(s) is required.

If you are interested in obtaining more information or enrolling your cats in our Future Care Program, please contact our shelter at 
(619)561-0361.

(Now if I can only convince the Board of Directors that we should become “Friends of Cats and Tortoises.”)

Note: Provisions may be included in wills or estate planning. No cash outlay is necessary to begin the program, but proof of a will or trust 
provision stating that Friends of Cats, Inc. has been named as future care provider for the cat(s) is necessary. The cats are not admitted to 
the shelter at this time, but rather at the time of the owner’s death or incapacitation.

Friends of Cats

Board of Directors
President: Terry Hogan

Vice-President/Cat Tales Editor: Lydia D’moch
Treasurer: Roy Degurse

Corresponding Secretary: Chris Degurse
Recording Secretary: Jean Foster

Accounts Payable: Christine Hogan
Member at Large: Karen Hansen
Member at Large: Edward Kane
Member at Large: Gina Stevens
Member at Large: Julie Tirpak

Cat Tales
Published Quarterly

Editor: Lydia D’moch
Printing: Streeter Printing, Inc.

Mailing and Distribution:
Thanks to our many volunteers!

Contributors: 
 Julie Tirpak, Merrie Lamb, 

Chris Degurse, Ed Kane

Cat Tales welcomes your photos, letters,  
and stories, as well as queries regarding  
ideas for articles. Please send to us at:  

cattales@friendsofcats.org.  
Images should be high-resolution for 
publication. We reserve the right to 

edit or condense content due to  
space limitations or for clarity.

Can you help? Friends of Cats is seeking sponsors to help with the 
cost of extensive planned renovation of the adoption rooms in 
the main Shelter building. This is far more than a mere cosmetic  
“spruce-up.” Significant wear and tear as well as water damage 
has affected doors, walls and flooring, which will require recon- 
struction and replacement. Necessary “fixes” include: replace- 
ment of existing entry doors, sliding glass doors, new cove base 
flooring, and fiber-glass panels on all walls. The estimated cost 

Seeking Sponsors for Shelter Renovations 

Our Mission Statement
To maintain a Shelter for homeless and 

unwanted cats with the goal of placing all 
healthy cats into loving, adoptive homes 

while providing a sanctuary for cats that are 
terminally ill, considered unadoptable, or 
whose owners have prearranged for their 

continued lifetime care. In a nurturing, 
rehabilitative environment, we ensure the 

health of all cats entrusted to our care, 
promote spaying and neutering, and resort to 
euthanasia only as a matter of compassion for 

cats whose terminal illness causes suffering.

A New Event at FOC:
Cinco de Meow
Join us for a Mexican fiesta on Saturday, May 4th as Friends of Cats kicks off Cinco 
de Mayo weekend with its first annual Cinco de Meow celebration! Our friend and 
supporter, Deejay Extraordinaire Coe Lewis, will emcee the event and guide you 
through the day’s festivities. Feast on authentic Mexican food and enjoy Shelter 
tours and shopping at our Cat Boutique. Great Raffle and Door Prizes are also just a 
ticket purchase away. Come and join us for a day of fun while supporting the Shelter 
and our wonderful felines.

More details below on our flyer:

Peace of Mind: Future Care at Friends of Cats

Significant damage to walls, doors and flooring is visible in Rooms C-4-5,  C-7 and C-2.

for the entire project of seven rooms is approximately $20,000. 
Details of the renovation plan will be available at the May 4th 
“Cinco de Meow” event. Major donors will be honored with 
their names on a plaque and recognition in the next issue of Cat 
Tales. Your financial support of this project will help to provide a  
pleasant, secure environment for the cats and their friends who 
adopt them. Come to “Cinco de Meow” to learn more about how 
you can help with this project.

photos by Ed Kane
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Letters to Friends CAT TALES welcomes letters and photos from readers. Because of 
limited space, we can publish only a representative selection, some 
of which may be edited or condensed.

by merrie lamb—Lily is barely 8 months old. She is a quirky 
Siamese with splashes of bright white across her dark brown face, 
and oddly speckled toes. I adopted her in October 2012, and just a 
few weeks later one of my other cats died suddenly of respiratory 
failure as I was racing through the night to the emergency animal 
hospital. We didn’t make it in time, and I was devastated. It was 
Lily who readily gave me the love and comfort I needed during 
those awful, dark days that followed. I can’t help but think that  
the decision to adopt her was fate. I’d had no intention of adding  
to my family, but the moment I saw Lily, I knew she belonged with 
us. She has proven to be such a joy and each day I give thanks  
for her.

Life with Lily has been exceptionally entertaining; she never 
fails to amaze with her comic antics and playful explorations. Her 
“go to” activity is a rousing game of “soccer” batting tiny balls of 
kitty kibble from one end of the kitchen to the other, with the 
balls usually ending up under the stove or refrigerator. I’m sure 
the disappearing act must be confusing, but there’s always another 
ball ready for launch!

During down time, Lily lounges at the top of a high perch set in 
a sunny, west-facing window where she can observe the birds and 
butterflies, watch fluffy clouds scudding across the sky, and dream 
of climbing the tallest trees. Then she sleeps—curled into a furry 
ball or sprawled flat with legs hanging over the edge. That’s when 
I close the blinds to provide a darkened nook for optimal dozing.

There have been only a few “kitty trauma” episodes, so far—two 
of which involved tail torture. While playfully wrestling a dangly 
window blind cord, Lily managed to get it twisted around her tail, 
and she was left suspended upside-down (just an inch off the 
ground), howling and hissing! Luckily, I was nearby and within a 
few seconds had her untangled. She must have thought I was the 
source of her distress as she growled and lashed out at me with 
her tiny claws. It was hours before I was finally forgiven and the 
incident forgotten.

The other was a case of mistaken identity: Lily is fond of chasing 

her tail in circles at an ever-increasing speed. But this time she 
managed to snag the end of her tail with her sharp kitten claws. 
Again, she howled and hissed, but managed to unhook herself 
almost immediately. However startled and confused, that fleeting 
agony has not deterred her from continuing to chase that elusive 
flapping appendage!

We know cats usually react comically when they spy their own 
reflection in a mirror. Some cast about for physical purchase on 
an apparition that could be either friend or foe. Some cats arch 
and puff and hiss, trying to make themselves appear menacing. 
Lily’s first experience was somewhat different: I was holding her 
and standing about 5 feet from a large mirror, when Lily caught 
a glimpse of herself and became instantly alert, craning her head 
for a closer look. Once she determined that it was indeed another 
cat, her entire body tensed, and she grabbed hold of my shoulder, 
digging in her claws. I was amazed that she even recognized the 
other tiny cat, but, sensing a threat, her wild jungle instincts 
immediately kicked in. Lily used me as a springboard, bounding 
out of the bedroom at top speed, hissing and growling the whole 
way! Obviously, she was in no mood to confront that particular 
adversary, and chose instead to run for the hills. Poor baby—it’s 
tough growing up in an environment fraught with peril!

Lily loves to snuggle. When she wants “mommy time” she raises 
up on her hind legs, front legs extended, meowing persistently, 
like a small child begging to be picked up. Once in my embrace, she 
immediately burrows and purrs loudly. She is content and safe, and 
I am always willing to devote as much time as possible to cuddling 
with her. Ahhh . . . bliss!

I have loved all my pets beyond reason and would do anything to 
ensure their welfare. But Lily is especially dear to me, and I know 
she was meant to be in my life. I call her “Lily-bud.” Before long 
she will be a beautiful flower, but for now she is still my little bud.

Merrie Lamb is a professional pet sitter in the La Jolla area. She can be 
contacted at kittycareLJ@att.net or 858-352-6988.

Growing Up 
Lily
A reflection on the many facets 
of kittenhood

Editor’s note: With Kitten Season upon us, here’s an appreciation of the surprises and joys that 
kittens bring to our lives. Perhaps YOUR delightful new playmate awaits you at Friends of Cats!

I adopted a kitten from you about 14 years ago. His name is Archie, and is still with me 
today. He has been the best cat I have every had. We moved to Las Vegas 12 years ago 
and I adopted another kitten so he would have a buddy. I then took in another cat that 
somebody had abused and dumped at my dad’s workplace. Archie welcomed both of 
them with lots of licks and snuggling on the couch!

I do owe you guys a big “Thank You” for introducing me to my best friend! I always 
encourage everyone to adopt! 

—Cindy Tassoni-Russ & Archie

Hello, my name is Tom and I just wanted to let you know how Captain Jack and 
Heidi are doing. I adopted them from you back in Feb. of 2006 I believe. It was 

right around Valentines Day; I remember 
because Captain Jack then going by the 
name of “Lovey” and was on one of the 
local news channels to promote adoption. 
I can tell you that Captain Jack and his 
sister Heidi are doing wonderfully. They 
have become two of the best cats that I 
have ever had the pleasure to share my 
living space with. They are by far the 
sweetest, most gentle cats I have known. 
They live in Ocean Beach and, as promised, 
I never have let them outside. They have a 
great life in a townhome with lots of perches 
and places to hang out.

Just thought you probably don’t hear much about the cats that you helped get adopted 
so I thought you would enjoy the pictures. Thanks again for bringing two amazing cats 
into my life. Cheers!                    —Tom Annese

Thank you so much for our new little girl, Giselle. We renamed her 
Miss Kitty. [Our] other cat (red tabby) is Big Red, also a rescue cat. 
Here is a picture of one of the few times they are quiet together. Most 
of the time they are racing through the house and playing tag! 
                       —Alma Gilbert

I
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Thank You!
Mary Kern—John Kern • David Craig—Alanna Milner • Marcia 
Pehrsson membership gift—Sara Pehrsson • Brian H. Kantor— 
Margaret Porter • Miss Cory Diller—Mark Young

Donations in Honor of the Following Cats:

Shelby GT—Chris Villanueva • Graeae—Nichole Foster

Donations in Memory of the Following People:

June Leck—Deavon Badami  •  Ron Wiebush, who loved animals—Linda 
Barnett   •  Larry Laurenson, a dear friend—Bill & Sue Soto  •  Zoey Youtsey—
Dawn Youtsey, Michael Emerson—Shirley Yost, who had enormous love 
for cats—Arrowhead Insurance Services, Abigail Berard, Stacy Croucher, 
Linda Kidder, Christine Laurino, Barbara Jean Pierce • Rene • Len  
McFadden III • Elma Hector—R. S Pearson Dale by Dorothy McCorkle • 
Irmagard Memorial—Roberta McGee • Char Sila who loved cats—
Silvia Parry • Marilyn K. Schumacher

Donations in Memory of the Following Cats:

Edgar, Oscar, S’Moura, Fluffy, Molly, Teela, Zimba, Jerry, Otis,  
Nellie the Elephant, Grey Girl, Snoopy, Striker , Barley—Cheshire  
Feline Health Center • Little Bit, beloved cat of Michael Reynolds • 
Tiffini, sweet kitty of Angelique Spieler • Mikin and Tiffany by Aina &  
Roalds Celms  •  Sunshine who passed away in 2012—Donald Hagstrom •  
Tiger, best feline ever—Joe Hypnarowski • Wendy and Smokey—Mary  
Kern • Tabitha—Dorothy McCorkle • Sammy Cat Reichert—Jennifer 
Reichert • Pippin—Mary Sullivan

Monetary Donations
All Cats Hospital, Betsy Anderson, Art Laboe Foundation, Paul & Patricia 
Barnier, Ingeborg Beltz, Barry Berkov, Lois Beyer, William, Sebastian & Yvette 
Biddle, James Bigger, Paulette Bocian, Genevieve Botez, David Bower, 
Shirley Brown, Lillian Burt, Paul Carmona, Lesa Carroll, Mary Carter, Martin 
 Chevalier, Frances Ciraolo, Paul Clay, Mark Cookingham, Bob & Laurie 
Crowder, Diane Cullinan, Mary Curry, Erica Daniel, Robert & Eleanor 
Darron, John Davis II, Fred Dawn & Donna Mancuso, Ivette De Santiago, 
Elaine DeLaVega, Manuel Demetre, Suzanne Dollar, Ellen Donley, Patricia 
Donovan, George Drain, Diana Drake, Janette Elliott, Ann Ellis, Janice 
Ephron, Diane Erk, Ed Fleischer, Annette Friskopp, Nell Garrett, Gretchen 
Geib, Carol Genovese, Harriet Goldstein, John & Janice Griffis, David Hall, 
Janet Harris, Jacqueline Hart, Nancy & Denise Hawley, Sue Heim, George 
Henderson, Audra Henson, Michael Hercberg, Mary Hesselbrock, Linda 
Hitney, Kevin Horst, Larry & Vicki Houghton, William Huff, Fran Hunter, 
Mrs. Sterling Hutcheson, Nancy Jackson, Juanita Jacobson, LeAnn Jamison, 
Majorie Johnson, Nancy & Michael Kaehr, Edward & Gayle Kane, Brian 
Kantor, Glendella Karl, Janet & George Keller, Sheila Kennedy, Hedy 
Kleinsorge, Cindy Klong, Mr. & Mrs. William Kneeland, Karol Koerner, 
Ed & Sally Krosky, Sheila Laurenson, Dorothy Lee, Susan Letterman, Susan 
Lindsey,  Dorothy Little,  John Low,  Fritz  Ludwig,  Birgit Luehrsen,  Kim  
Lunsford, Dennis Lymons, Jain Malkin, Joan Mara, Al Martin, Sue 
Mayberry, Betty Maynard, McClure Family Trust, Dorothy McCorkle, Dar-
lene McFarland, McGrath Family Foundation, Erica McKeown, Patricia 
Ann Mead, Loralee Merrill, April Merritt, Marion Mettler, Rick & Ellen 
Miles, Adrienne Milner, Janice Mittelmark, Mary Mlekowski, Roger 
& Betty Montanus, Melanie Morrissey, Rayleen Mullin, Elaine Murray, 
Rebecca Neacy, Bettye Neely, Carole Nielsen, Dorraine Offerman, 
Milton Olson, Laurie Orange-Bishop, Todd Orr, Robin Parks, Leslie 
Pembroke, Paul Plotts, Corey Stein Plummer, Price Family Charitable 
Fund, Mary Psinka, Maxine Quinn, William Quinn, Martin Rath, Jim 
& Dale Redfield, Linda Riddle, William Ridge, Janice Rogers, Larry 
Rose, Eva Sandvik, Stephen Sansom, Alan Scales, Robert Schwab, 
Joyce Settle, Linda Sevier, Jocelyn Shannon, Gerald Shepherd, Sam 
Shepherd, Ashley Simmons, Trenton Smith, Michael Standerfer, Bonnie 
Stein, Deborah Stevenson, Maria Stravelakis, Barbara Stringer, Victoria  
& Catherine Summers, Charles Sweeney, Sycuan Casino, Dean Taber, 
Mary Jo Thompson, Gary Toomer, Richard Townsend, Ernest & Beverly  
Toy, Sharmie Truesdale, Dawn Turner, Ann Utterback, Barbara Van 
Horne, Anne VonBenckendorff, Jan & Ron Weiss, Lucy Wheatley,  
Valentina White, Melissa Williams, Sharlene & Cliff Williams, Dr.  
Christine Wilson, Pamela Worrell, Susan Wright, Sue Young

Memberships:
New—Roberto Bugarini, Ray Giddings, Stacy Sieger, Glenn & Kristine 
Vickery, William Coaker Jr., Elaine Lamb, Becky Shepherd , Sheila  
Fairman, Nicole Kovacs, Marcia Leka, Coe Lewis, Rene Valencia
Renewing— Pat Bannister, Lois Beyer, Anthony Bianchini, Margaret 
Bloisa, Diana Brotherton-Ware, Robert Clay, Mary Curry, Gary & 
Barbara Decker, Manuel Demetre, Lydia D’moch, Mick Donahue, 
Ellen Donley, Nanette Donnelly, Karen Dwinell, Norma Eaton,  Madeline 
English, Diane Erk, Rita Forshey, Catherine Frost, Christine Gentel, 
Ethel Hansen, Jacqueline Hart, Audra Henson, Christine & Terry  
Hogan, Janice Holmes, Nancy Jackson, Richard & Olivia James,  

Sarah Jenkins, Marjorie Johnson, Hank & Bonnie Jones, Nancy Jones, 
Joel Kaminsky, Glendella Karl, Nancy Kittredge, Jeannette Landis,  
Lois Larsen, Christine Madsen, Daniel & Lillian Mahaney, Erika  
McKeown, Dr. Leonard Naiman, Jennifer Nickles, Sandra Paqua, Carey 
Ramos, Joan Raphael, Fred Reinstein, Carson & Jason Saflar, Eva  
Sandvik, Joyce Settle, Melvin Shapiro, Carol Stein, Gina Stevens, Jane  
Summer, Lea Torregiano, William Treat Jr., Jacqueline O’Malley  
Valenzuela, Nancy Varah, Mary Wasemann, Bobbi Weaver, Elizabeth 
Weber, Cynthia Windsor, Carina Winter, Marilynn Wynne

Monthly Pledges
Pledge Club Members are a very strong and important part of our 
donation program. We are very much aware of all that you do. FOC 
staff, Board of Directors, volunteers, and, of course, our kitties all extend 
sincere thanks for your generosity: Rob Abrom, Curtis Awbrey, Elaine 
Barrett, Cecilia Berg, Barbara Blanchard, David Bower, Terry Carpenter, 
Barbara Cefalu, Kathleen Coe, John Coleman, Anne Crouch, Carol 
Culkin, Nanette Donnelly, Melinda Fisher, Stephen Foreman, Rita For-
shey, Mr. and Mrs. Jasper Giamanco, Joanne Henderson, Jan Howard, 
Edward and Gayle Kane, Lynette Kaplan, Johnny and Rose Keene, Mary 
Kern, Thelma Lacy, Jeannette Landis, Marcia Lane, Katherine Lazzaro, 
Christine Lee, David and Sally Loucks, Bob Martin, Robert McClel-
lan, Dolores McPherson, Vivian McRae, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Quarles,  
Patricia Ray, Alice Singleton, Charlotte Spahn, Jan Turner, Jacqueline 
Valenzuela, Jeff and Julie Walker, Clark West, Darlene Whorley, Darlene 
Whorley, Elizabeth Wrisley, Lee Young

In-Kind Donations (i.e., artwork, office supplies, food, medical 
supplies, soap, linens, books, cat pads, litter boxes, toys, reats, furniture, 
and other miscellaneous items): Rachael Benson, Mike Bishop, Brett 
Blaze, Maureen Caballero, Geri Cali-Pobursky, Sarah Creighton, William 
Davies, Scott & Tami Dickerson, Suzanne Dollar, Sherilyn Dorworth, 
Karen Hansen, Scott Harrington, Janet Harris, Barry Hoodenpyle, Judy 
Herschleb, Marie Hubert, Mary Hurley, Shirley Isenbarger, Rick Johnson, 
Tamara Keener, Kathy Kenaga, Kathy Kennedy, Margaret Kim, Candice 
Kolb, Kumeyaay Elementary School First Graders, Marcia Lay-Obst,  
Trisha Livingstone, Jeff & Jennifer Long, Dennis Lymons, Joan Mara, 
Marilyn McCullough, Patrice Ann Mead, Michelle Merrill-Long,  
Elizabeth Mills, Carrie Morich, Karlene Newman, Laurie Orange, Robert  
& Laura Pederson, Leanne Preihs, Rancho Coastal Thrift Store, Arthur 
Reifman, A. Reynolds, B. Rosenberg, Karen Santschi, Roger & Mary 
Shweid, Susan Sharkey, S. Sharpe, Gerald Shepherd, Colleen Smith, 
Patti Smith, Sandra Smith, Gina Stevens, Anne VonBenckendorff,  
Bobbi Weaver

Donations in Honor of the Following People:

Ron Matika’s birthday—Linda Sanguinetti • Gislea Koestner’s birth-
day—Susan Smalley • Grammy Anita’s birthday from Brie and 
Kingsley—Gabriella Vizcarra • Bob & Katherine Foster; Robin, 
Hannah, Sack, Ariel, and Henry Celis; Carney and Joan Welker; 
Darryll Stokes—Elaine Burden • Aunt Penny and Uncle Paul— 
Reanna Cook  •  Kerry Garnett and Kimberly Dotseth—Don Garnett  •  

In Memoriam

Volunteer Kerri, interviewed for this article, said that the 
planning took much longer than the trip itself, but that Hunter  
was picked up on a Sunday and delivered to his new home on 
Wednesday morning. Hunter, by all reports, was the consummate 
traveler, remaining friendly and calm  throughout his long journey. 
After three flights, and through the goodwill of many new friends, 
Hunter finally arrived home—where the first thing he did was to 
head for the food bowl.

New “mom” Cindy reports that Hunter is an amazingly sweet  
boy who fits right in with the rest of her feline brood. Hunter 
has a bad foot, apparently from an old untreated injury that 
failed to heal correctly, but that doesn’t slow him down. He has  
bonded with a little calico girl named Mittens, with whom he  
shares a grooming ritual when both are on Cindy’s lap. As a long-
time caregiver to FIV+ cats, Cindy’s hope is that Hunter’s story 
will encourage adopters to consider FIV+ cats as companion cats, 
even within households that have cats without the disease, since 
transmittal is highly unlikely.

Hunter

Note: Friends of Cats has had a significant increase in interest in its 
FELV+ and FIV+ cat population. In the past six months alone, a record 
6 cats have found homes. We encourage potential adopters to consider 
these cats when looking for a new feline companion. 

(continued from page 1)

Friends of Cats is looking for temporary foster care for some 
of its special-needs cats—individuals and/or families who 
can provide a nurturing home environment for select cats 
with handicaps as well as chronic conditions such as diabetes, 
FIV, and FELV that require varying degrees of ongoing 
medical care. Foster arrangements are considered on a  
case-by-case basis, and are not meant to be permanent 
homes, but can provide supportive care to cats whose  
health and immune systems may benefit from a close 
relationship with a human caregiver. In exchange, the 
Shelter covers all medical expenses for the duration of the 
arrangement, so that fosterers bear no costs for drugs or 
veterinary care and treatment. Parties interested in hosting 
a special-needs cat in the own homes should contact the 
Shelter Manager, Janet Bianchini, for details.

Foster Care for 
Special-Needs Cats



A Word About 
Friends of Cats

FRIENDS OF CATS is a private, non-profit 
organization dedicated to providing shelter 
and medical care for homeless cats. Once 
their health is assured, we find homes for 
as many of them as we can. The cats in our 
care are never euthanized except as a matter 
of compassion if they are terminally ill. We 
depend primarily on membership fees, do-
nations and bequests to continue our work.
Inquiries are welcome and we are always 
eager for new members. If you would like 
to join us or to make a tax-deductible con-
tribution, please use the coupon at right. 
When you become a member of Friends 
of Cats, you will receive each issue of our 
newsletter Cat Tales.

Membership Coupon
Name_________________________________________________________________ _

Street Address___________________________________________________________

City_______________________    State_____________________      Zip______________

E-mail address ___________________________________________________________

Telephone ______________________________________________________________

Membership Status:

❑
❑
❑
❑

“Cuddly Kitten” (Youth): $5

“Cozy Kitten” (Senior): $10

“Stray Kitty” (Regular): $25
“Lap Cat” (Sustaining): $50

❑
❑
❑
❑

“Porch Kitty” (Sustaining): $100

“House Cat” (Supporting +): $500

“Plump Kitty” (Life): $1000
“Fat Cat” (Life +): $10,000

Contribution (non-membership):  $_________________________________________
Pledge Club:  $___________  per month for a minimum of one year.

Mail to: Friends of Cats, P.O. Box 1613, Lakeside, CA 92040
Membership does not guarantee acceptance of a cat by our shelter.  Please call for details: 619-561-0361

Shelter Location
15587 Olde Highway 80

El Cajon, CA 92021
 619-561-0361

Hours
Tues–Sun 10am–4pm

Closed Monday

Mailing Address
P.O.Box 1613

Lakeside, CA 92040
E-mail: info@friendsofcats.org

www.friendsofcats.org
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You can’t buy love–but you can adopt it!


